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OP 79.11: UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS/MODEL AIRCRAFT

POLICY

MississippiStateUniversity (MSU)is one ofthe leading Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAYS)
reseach univasities in thenation. The purposeof this policyis to ensure that MSU and the
MSU communty acquire and operate UAS and Model Aircraft efficiently, safely, ethicdly, and
consistent withapplicable Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) law and Uniwersity policies
and procedures.

DEFINITIONS

UAS — Unmanned Aircraft System. UASare also referred to as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAV s), Remotdy Piloted Aircraft (RPAS) or drones. Pursuant FAA guidance a UASIs
an ummanned aircraft and all of theassocated suppd equpment,control gation, deta
links, tekemety, communi@tionsand navigation equipment necessary to operate the
unmanned aircraft. This polcy applies to UASregardless of $ze or weight.

Where applicableJAS meeting certain criteria may be required to be registered
with the FAA. Details on UAS registration may be found at
https7//www.faa.gov/uasregistration/.

Model Aircraft — Aircraft that are operatetly modelers purely for recreational or hobby
purposes and that are regulated separately from UAS under Advisory Circ#ar 91
Details on Model Aircraft may be found at
https:/www.faa gov/uaggetting_statedfly for fun/.

COA — Certificate of Authorization or Waiver. A COA is an authorization issued by the
FAA’s Air Traffic Organization, and arghe mechanism which authorizes UAS flights
that are either conducted by public entities, or approved under Section 333 exemption.

CFR 14 Part 107 — FAA mandited regulationsfor routinecommercial useof smallunmanred
aircraft systemg(defined as UAS with a gross takewofeight (GTOW) of 55 pounds or
lesg. CFR 14 Part 107 sets forth the requirementsfor unmained pilot certifi caion,
aircraft registration, and operational limitations forcommercial use ofsUAS.

333 Exemption — An FAA exemption basd onSection 333 of thecFAA Modernization and
Reform Act of 2012(FMRA) which grantsthe Secretary of Transportation authoiity to
determinewhether an airworthiness ertifi cate isrequired by UAS to operate safely in the
National Airspae System. A 333 exemptional ows civil (commercia) use of aUAS and
exemptsoneor mae UAS from therequirement to betype certified. The FAA has
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discontinued the granting of 333 Exemptionsin favor of 14 CFR Part 107. Kisting333
Exemptionswill remain \alid unil their individua expiration date.

UAS/Model Aircraft Safety Incident — Any event whichresults inany injury to people, damage
to MSU propetty, systemfailure or other malfunction thatresults in lossof control of the
UAS, ordamageto theUAS excealing$1,000.

APPLICATION

This policy applies tothe following:

1 Theoperation of UAS (includingModel Aircraft) by any person, ircluding without
limitation employees, students and thircparties, in ay location as part of aUniversity
program or adivity.

1 Theoperation of UAS (includingMode Aircraft) by anyperson onor above MSU
owned orcontrolled property.

1 Thepurchaseof UAS with MSU funds,including appropriated, self-generated or
sponsoed reseach funds, or funds fom affiliated entities of theUniversity.

The policy does not apply to UAS operations conducted under emergency circumstances by the
MSU Police Department or other duly authorized law enforcement agencies.

MANAGEMENT AND OVERSIGHT OF UAS OPERATIONS AND ACQUISITIONS

Operations of UAS at M SU are managed and sipported at two levels, policy and operations.
TheVice President of Rsarch and EconomicDevelopment will be respasible for establishing
the overdl policy for UAS and Modd Air craft over MSU owred orcontrolled progerty. The
UAS Steaing Committee has been establshed to provideoversight, guidance and
recommendations to theéVice President of Rsearch and EconomicDevelopment regarding all
aspeds of UAS, including but notlimited to FAA regulations,safety, operations,data, givacy,
aqquigtions,and busiress development and stategic oppatunities. The UAS Steaing
Committeg is appointed by the Vice President of Reseacch and EconomicDevelopment, is
compased of at least onerepresentativefrom theCollege of Engineeiing, theRaspet Flight
Research Laboratory (RFRL), the Alli ance for System Safety of UAS through Research
Excdlence (ASSURE), the Division ofAgriculture, Forestry, and Veterinary Medicire, the
Geosystems Reseach Institute, theMSU PoliceDepartment, and theRFRL UAS Safety Officer.
The Director of RFRL will chair thecommittee

RFRL is responsilbe for operational suppat for UAS for MSU owned or controlled property.

Operational support is déinedas providing UAS subgd matter expertise toMSU researchers
and gientists, facilit ating safe and legal UAS opeations forM SU stakeholde's, partners, and

extema clients, angixeauting UAS missons withMSU aircraft, payloads, and pilots.
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GENERALLY APPLICABLE UAS/MODEL AIRCRAFT POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES

VI.

VILI.

All individuas whooperate aUAS as part of a University program oradivity or operate
aUAS or Model Aircraft on orover MSU owned or controlled property are responsible
for compying with applicable FAA regulationsand notces, sate and federa laws, and
MSU policy.

Any MSU unit, employeeor stugnt who desiresto operate a UAS as part of his/her
MSU employment or as part of a University program oradivity mustadhereto the
“Procedures Applicable to MSU-Operated UAS’ set forth below. Addtionally, RFRL
mustbe providedcopiesof al relevant documertation prior to opeationincluding, but
notlimited to,COAs, Airmen Certifi caions,and UAS Registrations.

To ensure compliance with MSU safety, security and privacy restrictiopg)dividual,
including without limitation vendors orother third parties, wishingto launch, operate, or
recover a UAS for other than recreational purpcses on or immedately over MSU owned
or controlled property mustfirst recave approval from theRFRL UAS Safety Officer. In
addition, any third party mustenter into acontrad in which thethird party agrees to hold
theUniversity harmless br theadions/inadions of thethird party that causeharm or
damage to individuals or proprty. Thethird party shall aso provide insuance as

requred by the Univesity.

UAS/Modd Air craft shall not beused to observe or record in areas where thereis a
reasoreble expedation ofprivacy. Thisincludes,withoutlimitation, in or nea
restrooms, lockr rooms, individualesidental rooms,dressingrooms,and hedth
treatment rooms.UAS/Model Air craft shall not beused to monitor orecord snsitive
institutional or persoral information whch, for example, may be found on otin an
individual ’ srkspaae compuer or other eledronic devices. Thisaso includes
adivities that may be closed to the phlic (i.e. sportstean pradices). In operating a
UAS/Modd Aircraft for purposes of recording or trangmitting visual ineges, all opeators
must take reasonable measures to avoidviolating reassonable expedations of pivacy.

Flight over or near theMSU Dirill Field, academic or administrative buildings, residerce
halls, and intercollegiate, intramural or club athleticfacilitieswill not normally be
approved.

Useof UAS/Model Air craft on University owned or controlled property mustcompy
with all other applicable University policies and procedures.

In theevent of an UAS/Model Air craft Safety incident, flight activities musibe
immeditely terminated and the irtidentreported to theRFRL UAS Safety Officer at
(662 325-3274. The RFRL Chiefof UAS Safety will determineif an accident/incident
investigation is warranted and notfy other agencies as appropriate.
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PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO MSU-OPERATED UAS

Operations Approval

Any MSU unit, employee or student that intendsto fly UAS for any reasonother than
recreation mustcoordirete with RFRL prior to gperation. RFRL will examineand
record (1) condition of theUAS; (2) proposed flight operation details; and (3)
operational documentationincluding, but notlimited to, COAs, AirmenCertifi caions,
and UAS Registrations. Only UAS operations whch mee or exceel all applicable
FAA and MSU standards will recave approval. A RFRL Certifi cate of Approval
statingthe exad termsand conditonsof the approved operation(s) will be issued by
the RFRL Chief of UAS Safety. A sgned copy of this certifi cate mustbe available for
inspection al times duringUAS operations.

Letter of Agreement Approval

A comprehensve letterof agreement(LOA) may berequired when
operational/procedural needsrequirethe cooperation and concurrence of other
persons/adlities/organizations outsdethe University. In this event, RFRL will issue
acomprehensive LOA to besigned by all parties and returned tothe RFRL Chief of
UAS Safety prior to operation. Asigned copy of the LOA mustbe available for
inspedionat al times duing UAS operation.

Airmen Certification and Flight Safety

Any MSU unit, employee or student ading as aPilot-in-Command (PIC), Visua
Observer (VO), orany UAS flight crew related rolemustacdievetherequired

certifi cation as despnated by the FAA Airmen Certifi caion Standards. FAA Airmen
Certifi cation dauments must bepresentedat therequest of theRFRL Chief of UAS
Safety. Currency of the required certification must be maintaea withoutlapseor
interruption in orayr to perform UAS flight crew related duies.

Safety is absolutéy paramountduringM SU UAS operations. AsFAA certified
airmen, al UAS fli ght crew persannel will be Feld responsble for the sfety of their
UAS opeations. UASHi ght crew persannel are required to adhere to all FAA
endorsed safety pradices includirg, but notlimitedto, Crew Resource Management
(CRM), pre-flight and pot fli ght chedklists, and siuational awarenessregarding
airspace air-traffic, and flight condions. FAA Safety information can beacessedat
https//www.faasafety.gov/. Additionally, UAS flight crew personrel mustconduct
thorough safety and riskassessmentsnmedetely prior to al UAS operations.

PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO ACQUISITION OF MSU UAS

To avoid duplicaion of effort within theUniversity and toensue thatsystems ae acqquired that

have broad applicabilityto the Univesity s reseach and education functions, any UAS purchase,
includingkits to assemble a UAS, usng University funds must beeviewed and approved by the
RFRL Director or designated representative.

4
OP 79.11


https://www.faasafety.gov/

MODEL AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS FOR RECREATIONAL USE

To ensue the safe and responsibleenjoyment of Model Aircraft, and to poted the safety and
privacy of others, recreational use of Model Aircraft over MSU-owned property is
exclusively restricted to the R.R. Foil Plant Science Research Center, otherwise known as
“North Farm”.

Guiddlines and requirements forModel Aircraft Operations:

1 Modé Aircraft operators mustreceve approval from RFRL prior to gperation at North
Farm. Regqestsfor Model Air craft operations mustbe subnitted toRFRL at least 24
hoursin advance by phane or email.

1 Modéd Aircraft operators mustunderstand and comply with applicable FA A regulations
andguidance For asummary, visit the FA A ' “IKnow Before YouFly’ website:
http://knowbeforeyoufl y.org/for-recreationd -users/. Additional guidance for Model
Aircraft operations can befoundat https:/www.faa.gov/uadgetting startedfly for_fun..

1 Flight over or near people, roads, vehicles, buildings or other structures at North
Farm is strictly prohibited.

1 Modé aircrat operators mustresped the sfety, privacy and enjoymentof otherusers of
the s@ce

1 Questionsregarding Model Air craft useover MSU owned or controlled property may be
direded to theRFRL UAS Safety Officer or theUniversity Police Department at622-
3252121.

1 RFRL resewvestherightto prohibitModel Air craft operations if theproposed operation:

0 Interferes with any University adivity or program;

0 Poses asafety, seaurity or privacy risk tothe unversity community or property;,
o Fails to canply with thispolicy or applicable laws and regulations; or

0 Interferes with theUniversity s mi s si on.

SANCTION

Any violation of this policy will be dedt with in accordance with applicable University policies
and procedures, which may include digiplinary adions up toand includingtermination,
suspension oexpulsonfrom the univesity. Legal prohibitions egarding physical presence on
campus/tespassing and otherlegal adion may aso bepursued againstindividualsthat opeaate
UAS or Model Aircraft in violation of this policy. Fines or @mages incurred by individuals or
units that do notompy with this poicy will not be paid by MSU and will be the responsibilty
of theindividual(s) orunit(s) involved.

REVIEW
This policy will be reviewed every four years, or whenever circumstances requirean ealier

review, by the Vice President for Research and Economic Development, the Vice President for
Agriculture, Forestry & V eterinary Medicineand the Provost 8Exeautive Vice President.
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Vice Presilent for Reserch and
Econanic Developnent

/s/ Greg Bohach

Vice Presilent for Agriculture, Foratry and
Veterinary Medicine
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ProwstandExecutiveVice President

/s/ Timothy N. Chamblee

Assistant Vice President and Director
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President
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