STUDENT AFFAIRS OP 91.203: 1976 Copyright Act as Related to Musical Performances

Date: September 8, 2006

Purpose

To provide consistent guidelines to ensure that university student organizations comply with the provisions o

of Public Law 94-553.
Policy @

Federal law requires non-profit institutions to pay copyright royalties for musical performance
performing rights of organizations (BMI, ASCAP, SESAC) that license public performanc
works on behalf of the copyright owners. The law covers any performance of copyrigh
artist(s) is(are) paid. Permission must be secured whether the work is performed by j
records, tapes, or any other mechanical means. Copyright violators are liable for affipi fine of $250
with a maximum of $10,000 plus profits, court costs, and attorney fees. It is th the university that
all student organizations comply with the provisions of Public Law 94-553.

Procedure %
To ensure compliance with the provisions of Public Law 94-553,9{l studént organizations must accomplish
the following steps:

1. The Mississippi State University Contract Ri
signed by the organization officer(s) and t
shall be attached to the Student Activity

states wages and agreements, will be
er's agent. A copy of the completed Rider
tion Form, prior to approval.

2. The university, in order to be in co@wce with this law, cannot approve any functions involving

music unless the above step ha$ omplished.
Review %

The Vice President for Stu ffairs is responsible for the review of this operating policy every four
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